Evaluating the SIDS diagnosis process utilized by coroners in Mississippi.
To assess the consistency of Mississippi coroners' practices in identifying Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) cases, coroners were surveyed about diagnostic protocols. Findings were compared with published Centers for Disease Control guidelines and Mississippi law. One-third of coroners report they sometimes or never perform investigations at the place of infant death. The agency responsible for transferring the infant and the turn-around time for autopsy reports also varies. This study demonstrates inconsistency in SIDS diagnostic protocols among Mississippi coroners.